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ample. The crowd dissolved and left Christ alone with
the woman. Not till then could he bear to stand up-
right ; and when he had lifted himself up, consistently
with his principle, he dismissed the woman, as having
no commission to interfere with the office of the civil
judge.
But the mighty power of living purity had done its
work. lie had refused to judge a woman, but lie had
judged a whole crowd. He had awakened the slumber-
ing conscience in many hardened hearts, given them a
new delicacy, a new ideal, a new view and reading of tlu;
Mosaic law.
And yet this crowd was either indifferent or bitterly
hostile to him. Let us imagine the correcting, elevating
influence of his presence upon those who, so for from
being indifferent, were bound to him by the ties which
bind a soldier to his superior officer, a clansman to his
chief, a subject to a king ruling by Divine right, aye, and
by ties far closer. The ancient philosophers were accus-
tomed to enquire about virtue, whether it can be taught.
Yes! it can be taught, and in this way. But if this way
be abandoned, and moral philosophy be set up to do that
which in the nature of tilings philosophy can never do,
the effect will appear in a certain slow deterioration of
manners which it would be hard to describe had it not
been described already in well-known words: 'Sophistry
and calculation ' will take the place of c chivalry.' There
will be no more 4 generous loyalty,3 no more ' proud
submission/ no more ' dignified obedience.' A stain will
no more be felt like a wound, and our hardened and
coarsened manners will lose the c sensibility of principle
and the chastity of honour/

